MR. DROUGHT. 




RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 17 May 1 860 ‘.—for. 



COPIES “of a Report made by Mr. G. C. Cornwall, Secretary to the General 
Post Office in Ireland, dated the 15th day of June 1854, to Mr. Rowland 
Hill, for the information of the Postmaster General, relating to Mr. Drought, 
then a Surveyor of the Post Office Department in Ireland, and of Letters of 
Mr. Drought in reference thereto, bearing date respectively the 26th day of 
August 1854, addressed to Mr. Cornwall, and the 28th day of October 1854, 
to Lord Canning : ” 



Of all Communications from Mr. Hill to the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury, on the subject of placing Mr. Drought upon Superannua- 
tion Allowance ; together with the Answers thereto received from the Lords 
Commissioners : ” 



c ‘ And, of all Letters addressed by Mr. Hill and Mr. Cornwall to Mr. Drought, 
in reference to the same subjects.” 



General Post Office, 1 
12 July 1860. J 



J. TILLEY, 

Assistant Secretary. 



— No. 1.— 

Report from Mr. Cornwall to Mr. Rowland Hill. 

General Post Office, Dublin, 

Sir, m 15 June 1854. 

Having received complaints of the delay in carrying out the postal arrange- 
ments authorised at Ballysax, T wrote to Mr. Drought on the subject on the 15th 
of April, and received in reply the enclosed report, dated the 26th of April, in 
which he pleads other pressing business as an excuse, and the non-appointment 
of a sub-postmaster at Narraghmore. The latter excuse I consider inadmissible, 
inasmuch as the Ballysax arrangements could have been carried out quite 
independently of the Narraghmore post, as under my directions was ultimately 
done. 

In the same report he asserts that Mr. Watts, an extensive proprietor of race- 
horses, strongly deprecated the change as inconvenient to himself and other 
trainers; and he further observed, that it was fortunate he had not carried out 
the measure prior to the Curragh races. 

Previous to taking any further steps in this matter, I thought it right to com- 
municate with Colonel Burdett, the applicant for the alteration, and I beg to 
request a reference to the enclosed letters from that gentleman and from Mr. 
Knox in reply. 

As it was evident from these letters that Mr. drought’s report conveyed a 
***£ the feelings of the parties interested, and as I had not sufficient 

confidence in him to admit of my relying on his statements, I found it necessary to 
send one of the corps of clerks for taking charge of offices, to the locality, to obtain 
the signature of every inhabitant to whichever plan he might prefer; and the 
-ultwas an. unanimous declaration in favour of the proposed change, including 
Mr. Watts ; who, however, being a very infirm old man, and confined to his bed, 
expressed some indifference on the subject. 

I had verbally instructed Mr. Ahern, in case be found the proposed alteration 
unacceptable, to obtain the signatures of the inhabitants to an improved plan by 
A which 
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which they might obtain a second mail, and he in error procured the signatures 
to this also, which was uuder the circumstances unnecessary. 

I now beg to submit a further report from Mr. Drought, couched in terms 
scarcely decorous, calling in question the necessity of the step I thought it right 
to take in making the further inquiries, which resulted in the entire refutation 
of the statements made by him. 

In the former papers in this case will be found clear evidence of Mr. Drought’s 
misstatements and obstructions, the perversions resorted to in his first report, so 
as to give to the application an objectionable form, and the misrepresentations 
subsequently corrected by a further report from his own clerk, in consequence 
of the manner in which the matter was pressed by me. 

As regards the revenue of the Ballysax office, Mr. Drought is well aware 
that the letters of a post newly established are calculated at a penny a letter, and 
not at a halfpenny ; and that the revenue of that office is consequently 
14 l. 19 s., instead of 7 l. 9 s. 6 d. as alleged by him. 

As a bag can be despatched from Ballysax at 9 p.in., and a day mail bag can 
be made up for it at Newbridge, its principal office, without expense, by the 
arrangement proposed by me in the accompanying minute, dated the 4th 
ultimo, I beg to recommend that this additional accommodation may be given. 

I much regret that Mr. Drought has thus driven me to bring his name again 
in so serious a manner under the Postmaster General’s attention. 

If from a single indiscretion, or hasty act, I had mot with opposition from 
him, I might have been able to find some palliating circumstance to warrant 
my passing it over, as I already have done ; but when my cll'orts to accommodate 
the public are met with systematic obstruction on the part of an officer whose 
energetic assistance is necessary to me, I am hound to bring the matter to a 
direct issue, and I now feel it incumbent on me to state that I cannot advan- 
tageously carry on the service in the South Midland District through the agency 
of Mr. Drought. 

1 am, &c. 

It. Hill, Esq. (signed) G. C. Cornwall. 



Enclosure 1, in No. 1. 



Letter from Mr. Drought to Mr. Cornwall. 

, , Newbridge, 20 April 1H54. 

In reply to your letter of the 15th instant, l beg to stale that the cause of the 

wmp.nl'. fnr spruiiicr Rnllucnv nnf ..... 



“'W’j mu lain ms oil it, 

arrangement for serving Ballysax not being yet, carried out, is partly owing to t 
of more important matters, necessary to be first disposed of, and partly to "the ar 
not being all made, a sub-postmaster having to be yet appointed to Name 
office. 13 



t, is partly owing to the pressure 
‘ " '' arrangements 

rhnioro new 



Mr. Watts, who is the most extensive proprietor of race-horses in the delivery of 
Ballysax, strongly deprecates the change, stating that it will subject him and the several 
trainers to such great inconvenience that they must bring the matter under the notice of the 
postmaster General ; that when he signed the application of Colonel Burdctt, ho was under 
the idea that it was to obtaiu a second post in connexion with the day mail; but now 
that he learns he was under an erroneous impression, lie infinitely prefers the present 
arrangement, which he finds to answer every purpose; that the despatch at so early 
m h ™ r “ , ck ’ Pf 1 ’ m P kce of 5 - 30 P-m., will prove most inconvenient. I told 
Mr. Watts that he can, or course, make any representation he pleases, hut that I cannot 
avoid carrying out the change ordered so soon as it shall be ready. It is fortunate, how- 
ever, that all was not ready, and that the change was not made before the Curragh meeting 
took, place ; for the early despatch on week days, and to he left without any on Sunday, 
could uot fail to cause great dissatisfaction. 

G ' t C T aI L RSq - (signed) ’ James Drought. 
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Enclosure 2, in No. 1. 

Letter from Colonel Burdelt to Mr. Bond, Secretary’s Department, General Post Office, 
Dublin. 

My dear Bond, Ballysax House, Kildare, 28 April 1854. 

Your letter of this morning, respecting Mr. Drought’s report, induced me to go and call 
on the different people on the Ballysax side of the Curragh. I saw Watts (certainly an 
extensive proprietor of race-horses, but not a public trainer, therefore his correspondence is 
not large), who does not seem to care much about it either way ; but the others, among 
them Mr. Knox, of Brownstown, Harrison, a trainer, Murphy, do, and several others, 
all of whom say that Mr. Drought did not call on one of them, and all of whom are most 
anxious for the proposed change, which, of course, to the trainers is of the greatest conse- 
quence. Why did not Mr. Drought call on me? I would then have visited the people 
with him; but he only went to Mr. Watts, who he tries to represent as of more conse- 
quence that all the others put together. I know Mr. Tottenham, the rector, is anxious for 
the change; and Mr. Hamilton, of Martinstown, wishes it also. There cannot be two 
opinions about it ; and Watts is the only indifferent one in the matter. Mr. Knox will 
write himself on the subject; and says that if the proposed arrangement is carried out, he 
will get an answer from Mayo in the same time that his letter at present arrives there. 
The papers continue one day behindhand, though properly directed — the daily ones that is ; 
but the cover I sent you was on the “ Illustrated News.” I will write more fully in a day 
or two, but wish to save the midday mail. 

Yours, &c. 

' (signed) Brands Burdett. 



Enclosure 3, in No. 1. 

Letter from Mr. Knox to Mr. Bond, Secretary’s Department, General Post Office, 
Dublin. 

Sir, Brownstown House, Kildare, 28 April 1854. 

Having this day met my friend and neighbour, Colonel Burdett, 1 was much surprised 
to hear that Mr. Drought had reported that the feeling of the inhabitants of this neighbour- 
hood was averse to having the letters from the Ballysax post office despatched by the 
early or midday mail to Dublin, and preferred having the letters sent as at present, at five 
o’clock in the evening. Mr. Drought must certainly be mistaken when he made such a 
report; and where he collected his information I cannot understand- I believe he called on 
Mr. Watts, who said it was a matter of perfect indifference to him at what hour the post 
left, or from what office the letters came ; but Mr. Drought did not consult me or my 
neighbours, nor did he come near any of us that I can discover, and even common courtesy 
ought to have made him do so. However, with regard to the contemplated postal arrange- 
ments, that the letters from the Ballysax post office should leave by one or two o’clock 
in the day, to meet the up midday mail at Newbridge, so as to reach Dublin in time for the 
despatch of the English and the Irish inland mails that night, would be most desirable, as 
nearly every person in this neighbourhood has a great deal of English correspondence, 
being mostly sporting men ; and it would also be a great convenience to those persons 
corresponding with different parts of Ireland; as an instance of which I shall mention a 
case of my own. I have a good deal of property in the county Mayo, in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the sub-post town Ballyhaunis, Frenchpark. If I now write to my agent 
or man of business there, and send my letter on, say, a Monday, from the Ballysax post 
office, it gets to Dublin on Tuesday morning, remains in the office in Dublin all Tuesday 
until the eveniug, when it leaves, and reaches Ballyhaunis at half-past nine or 10 o’clock 
on Wednesday morning, and I will not receive a reply until Friday morning. Now, if the 
Ballysax letters left by the midday mail, the letter so written on Monday would be in 
Dublin in time to leave by the mail that evening, and would be in Ballyhaunis on Tuesday 
morning, and I could have a reply on Wednesday, the very day that by the present arrange- 
ment it would only be delivered in Ballyhaunis. 

I, with many others here, am now obliged to send a special messenger to Newbridge with 
our letters to meet the up train (midday), a very great inconvenience. 

As I have the honour of knowing Mr. Drought, and he knows perfectly well who I am, 
perhaps, if he saw this letter, he might be pleased to let us know on whose information he 
grounded his report. I am quite sure, not from any persons about here. 

I trust, sir, that you will be pleased to pardon the liberty I take in thus troubling you, 

And remain, &c. 

Charles Bond, Esq. (signed) George Knox, 
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Enclosure 4, in No. 1. 

Instruction from Mr. Cornwall to Mr. Ahern. 

For Mr. Ahern, 

Who will be good enough to call on the several parties in the delivery of Bally sax, ami 
ascertain their wishes, obtaining the signature of each to the present or proposed plan, as 
may best suit their convenience. 

The papers and instructions given him place him in possession of the fads of the two 
arrangements. He will further be good enough to ascertain their wishes in regard to the 
proposed plan, provided that both a day and a night mail cun bo given them, which I 
think can be done without difficulty, but on which point it will he necessary to make a 
reference to the surveyor. 

1 May 1854. (signed) G. C. C.. 



Enclosure 5, in No. 1. 

Report from Mr. Ahern to Mr. Cornwall. 



For Mr. Cornwall, 

In obedience to your orders, I have visited Ballysax and seen the different, persons in 
the neighbourhood, all of whom haye signed the enclosed paper expressing their approval 
of the proposed change in the delivery and despatch of their letters. Mr. Watts, an old 
man nearly 90 years of age, at first expressed indifference, but afterwards approved at the 
request of his son-in-law. 

4 May 1 854. (signed) Walter Ahern. 



Enclosure 6, in No. 1. 

Minute by Mr. Cornwall to Mr. Drought. 

For Mr. Drought, 

Mr. Watts appears to be indifferent to the proposed change, he, however, lias again 
expressed himself in favour of it, at the desire of his son-in-law. 

I beg Mr. Drought will explain why he did not make further inquiry before making this 
report, as it appears that the parties interested are unanimously in favour of the proposed 
change. 

Mr. Ahern did not obtain the signatures to the second proposition, or mention it until 
the parties had declared in favour of the first ; it was only intended to be submitted to 
them in the event of their expressing dissatisfaction. 

I see no reason why the second mail should not bo given. The day mail from Newbridge 
with the Dublin letters could be left by the mail car at Kilcullen, and be brought hack by 
the up car for delivery to the messenger at the cross roads. ► A despatch at 9p.m. could 
be given by the same means ; the bag for Newbridge being given at the cross roads to the 
down night mail car driver, who would leave it at Kilcullen, where it would bo taken up by 
the up night mail car. 

I beg to know whether there would be any objection to this, and what expense. 

4 May 1854. (signed) G. C. C. 



Enclosure 7, in No. 1. 

Report from Mr. Drought to Mr. Cornwall. 

_ Banaghcr, 13 June 1854. 

in reply to your questions of the 4th ultimo, on the papers herewith returned, I beg to 
explain that I consider it was not necessary to make any further inquiry regarding a 
measure already decided upon, having in the first instance furnished the usual returns and 
information required, which data, with my local knowledge, had enabled me to form, 
I trust, a just opinion on the subject. On reading the list of names forwarded by Colonel 
riurdett, as those of persons adopting his views, it did not require much penetration to see 
what was meditated, when I felt it my duty to state my opinion accordingly, which is 
strengthened by what has since transpired. 

My conversation with Mr. Watts occurred after the measure in question was authorised, 
tlis having since changed . his mind, at the instance of his son, is easily accounted for. The 
latter is a veterinary surgeon, who obviously would prefer submitting to an inconvenience 
to losing the patronage of influential persons soliciting him to agree to their propositions ; 

hut 
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bnt if persons after expressing dissatisfaction think fit to stultify themselves by retracting 
opinions and acquiescing in what they condemned, that is their affair, not mine. The 
change ordered has been carried into effect. 

With regard to giving a second post to Ballysax, I beg to forward a return of the letters 
for that defivery fern one week, showing that only 12 arrived by the day mails during that 
period, a number too small, in my opinion, to justify any additional expense, or even the 
multiplying of bags and accounts; besides, if a second post be conceded to a locality 
having so very limited a correspondence, I do not see how applications for similar accom- 
modation elsewhere can be refused ; if, however, it shall be deemed expedient to grant a 
second post to Ballysax, it can be done in the manner suggested without inclining any 
further additional expense. There is no village at Ballysax, not even a hamlet ; the post is 
for the accommodation of a few country gentlemen, and some horse trainers at the Curragh ; 
to the latter the original arrangement was a much greater convenience than the present, as 
the runner could deliver their letters in passing their houses, which are on the road side; 
whereas bv the present route, he cannot make any delivery. I was lately accosted in the 
train by a' gentleman, who asked me whether this post is to remain as now altered. I 
replied, “Yes.” He then observed that the first arrangement was far more convenient. 
I said Do you reside in the delivery ?” He replied, “Mo; but I have relations there.” I 
I since met Mr. Disney also in the train, who expressed a similar opinion. I remarked, 
•< You signed the application for the change.” He replied, “ I did so at the instance of 
Colonel Burdett and George Knox, who called on me, and requested me to do so ; but I 
did not care two-pence about it, for I never got a letter there, nor never will.” These 
remarks exhibit the feeling of the public on the measure. 

I feel it due to myself respectfully to express my regret that it should have been deemed 
necessary to send a clerk from the Dublin office into my district to inquire into a case on 
which I conceived l had fully reported, the data, furnished by the postmaster of Kildare, 
appearing to me to be conclusive. 

When a post to Ballysax was first applied for, it was found that it would not be self- 
supporting unless by embracing Suncroft. The expense of the post to Ballysax, now that 
it is separated from Suncroft, is 13 /., while, according to the enclosed return, the probable 
revenue only amounts to 7 l. 9 s. 6c/., calculating the letters at one halfpenny each. I 
therefore submit whether the payment of the deficit of 5/. 10 s. 6 d. should not be 
guaranteed. 

I am, &c. 

G. C. Cornwall, Esq. (signed) James Drought. 



— No. 2. — 

Report from Mr. Cornwall to Mr. Rowland Hill . 

General Post Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 6 September 1854. 

I beg leave to transmit the explanation of Mr. Drought, which was called for 
in your letter of the 27th July last. 

1. If there is any point favourable to Mr. Drought in his explanation, it is 
that the postmaster of Kildare reported to him that the inhabitants. of Ballysax 
were opposed to the changes in question ; but this by nn means justifies Mr. 
Drought. It can only show that he himself neglected the important duty of 
personal inquiry, for which he charged in his travelling journals, and that he 
deputized these duties to a person who may have been, as alleged by Colonel 
Burdett, interested in defeating the scheme which the latter advocated. 

2. It is clear that the postmaster did not make the necessary inquiries ; and 
it caunot be ascertained that he spoke to any hut Mr. Frear and Mr. Cullen, who 
are in the delivery of Suncroft. 

3. As regards Mr. Watts, there can be no doubt that he was indifferent, as he 
told Mr. Ahern. Mr. Drought has led him to express a strong opinion in the 
letter he now produces from him ; and he is as ready to speak differently to 
Colonel Burdett. His opinion is valueless ; he is, as I before stated, a very old 
man, and I have no doubt Colonel Burdett is correct in stating him to be 85. 

4. Mr. Disney, it seems, prefers obtaining his letters from Kildare, as- that, 
office is very little further from him than Ballysax. 

5. With regard to Mr. Knox, who very strongly advocated the change, it is. 
not true that he continues to obtain his letters from Kildare; he will hiraselt 

614. A3 write 
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write in reply to Mr. Drought’s present observations. In the former papers will 
be found a very strong letter* from him, condemning the mode in which Mr. 
Drought reported on the case without proper inquiry. 

6. Mr. Drought alludes to Mr. Watts and other trainers having received their 
letters by the post runner. Colonel Burdett denies this, as the runner went by 
the fields and not by the road from Suncroft. If inconvenience had been felt 
by any persons deprived of such accommodation, it would surely have been 
represented, and the parties would not have signed the memorial for the change. 

7. Mr. Harrison strongly repudiates the statement that he signed the memo- 
rial to accommodate Colonel Burdett ; and it is not true that he has not used 
the Ballysax office. 

8. Mr. M'Donough was not consulted by Mr. Ahern, because; he was not at 
the time at home, and he used the Kildare and not the Ballysax office. As he 
has used the Ballysax office since the change, this is an instance in favour 
of it. 

9. Kildare does not appear to have any particular advantage as a market 
town, Kilcullen and Newbridge being equally convenient, and the Turf Club 
stationed there, on which stress is laid by Mr. Drought, is open only four days, 
four times in the year. 

10. Mr. Drought’s explanation does not contain any circumstance to justify 
his conduct in this matter ; nor do the letters he now produces prove that the 
majority considered the old arrangement the more convenient ; and the papers 
will show the improper means resorted to by him to obstruct and defeat the 
improvement which has been nevertheless successfully carried into effect. 

1 1. Mr. Drought transmits testimonials as to his abilities from my predecessor 
Mr. Godby, and from Mr. Lees, the late chief clerk to the Secretary of the 
Dublin Post Office. I have never complained that Mr. Drought was deficient 
in ability ; but I have frequently reported him for systematic obstruction to my 
orders, and for insubordination ; and if officers of his standing be permitted so 
to conduct themselves with impunity, it would be impossible to maintain that 
discipline which is essentially necessary for the management of a largo depart- 
ment like the Post Office. 

12. For these reasons, I consider Mr- Drought unfitted to be retained in the 
public service, and it is with much regret 1 feel it my duty to say so. 

R. Hill, Esq., I am, &c. 

&c. &c. &c. (signed) G. C. Cornwall . 



Enclosure 1, in No. 2. 

Letter from Mr. Drought to Mr. Cornwall. 

Sir, Baunghcr, 25 August 1854. 

Adverting to your letter of the 27th ult., transmitting copy of your Report of 16th 
June,f on the subject of the course I pursued respecting the Ballysax post, and directing 
me to furnish any statement I may have to offer in explanation, I beg to state: — 

1 . That I considered it better not to transfer Ballysax to Newbridge until the appointment 
of the new sub-postmaster of Narraghmore should be made ; because otherwise the runner 
could only proceed from Kildare to Suncroft, and should be paid the full wages of 18/. 5 s. 
a year for performing only the short distance to Suncroft, until such time as the new 
appointment should be made For Narraghmore ; while the additional expense of the post 
from Newbridge to Ballysax should also be incurred. I conceived that the surveyor should 
exercise his own discretion in such a matter, and it occurred to me to be better, expecting 
the new appointment daily, to let the matter stand over until all the arrangements were 
complete, instead of carrying it out by piecemeal, particularly as Ballysax bad already a 
post; besides, there was other duty in hand more urgent. 

P P‘ 2 . In my Report of the 26th April, $ I stated that Mr. Watts strongly deprecated the 
change. From the inquiries I had made, I felt satisfied that himself and the trainers, whose 
houses 



* See Enclosure 3 , in No. 1 . f See No. 1 . 
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houses the runner should pass on his route from Suncroft to Ballysax, would prefer 
receiving; their correspondence from Kildare. I had directed the postmaster of Kildare to 
keep an account of the number of letters for each person named by Colonel Burdett as being 
anxious for the change; and, on reference to the return, it appeared that the 53 individuals 
onlv received 82 letters in a week— nothing like two letters each in a week. 1 therefore 
concluded that most of the persons with so limited a correspondence would feel indifferent 
on the subject of a post, and would sign anything requested by an influential neighbour like 
Colonel Burdett and having good reason to think that this gentleman onlv required the 
change to meet his own convenience, I deemed it my duty to put his Lordship, the Post- 
master General, in possession of the merits of the case. Had Mr. Ahern gone alone, and 
not have allowed Colonel Burdett to accompany him and solicit persons to acquiesce in his 
views those interested would have adhered to the opinion expressed to the postmaster of 
Kildare as stated in my report of 3d November last. Mr. Knox, in his letter of the 28th 
April * ’strongly advocates the views of Colonel Burdett, and explains the advantage he 
would himself derive from the change ; yet, strange to say, he continues to receive his 
letters from the Kildare office. As will be seen by the enclosed statements of Mr. Disney 
and the postmaster of Kildare, it also appears that Mr. Murphy and Mr. Harrison, the two 
most extensive and principal public trainers in the locality, have not used the office at 
Ballysax quite close to them, though they also signed the paper at trie instance of Colonel 
Burdett preferrin°- to send special messengers into Kildare, doubtless for the obvious 
reasons ’assigned by Mr. Watts. Kildare is their market town, the club house of the Irish 
Turf Club is there; the nobility and gentry who have race-horses stop in Kildare when in 
the country. Thus the chief business of the residents around the Curragh is transacted 
there ; and, therefore, it is that a direct post was considered more convenient. When these 
circumstances, and the opinions of the parties interested, shall be considered, which I submit 
the enclosed letters of Mr. Watts, Mr. Disney, and the postmaster of Kildare will fully 
establish, I trust that instead of “ conveyiug' a false view of the feelings of the parties 
interested,” these letters will fully bear me out in all I have said on the subject, and prove 
that it is manifest that the majority did consider the old arrangement of serving Ballysax 
from Kildare the more convenient. I conceive it will be only requisite t<> add on this point, 
that it appears Mr. Watts is nearer 70 than 90 years, as represented, is not confined to his 
bed, and may now be daily seen walking about his place. Mr. Alan M'Donough, whose 
back gate is within a mile of Ballysax office, was not consulted by Mr. Ahern, though 
having more horses and correspondence than any other person in the locality, and who 
would & have resisted Colonel Burdett’s first proposition, though now quite satisfied with the 
double post. . . , . 

3. As regards the revenue of the Ballysax office, I submit I was correct in calculating 
that revenue at one halfpenny per letter, it being the practice when revising any post in 
operation, or increasing the allowances, to calculate the revenue at one halfpenny, or at 
three farthings at the utmost. Ballysax office had been established some time, and was in 
full operation. 

4. In conclusion, I beg respectfully to observe, that, instead of systematically causing 
obstruction, I have ever been most anxious to dispose of cases with the utmost expedition ; 
still, I have always considered it my duty to furnish the department with the fullest infor- 
mation on every proposed change, and to state conscientiously what appeared to me 
objectionable, with the view of preventing future embarrassment. That I am energetic in 
my duties 1 think will be proved on reference to the return of papers at the expiration of 
each month, it being seldom a paper stands over. Being in the 37th year of my service m 
the department, I cannot but feel mortified that I should be so much misunderstood ; that 
motives could be imputed to me on mere surmise, calculated to create an unfavourable im- 
pression ; and however reluctant I may feel to advert to my services, yet, in justice to 
myself, I trust I shall be excused in venturing respectfully to request his Lordship the 
Postmaster General to peruse paragraph No. 2 in the accompanying letter of Mr. Godby, as 
also the letter of Mr. T. O. Lees, who, during the many years 1 was under their constant 
observation, had ample opportunity of forming a just opinion. I request that these two 
letters shall be returned to me. 

I am, &c. 

G. C. Cornwall, Esq., (signed) James Drought. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Sub-Enclosure 1, in Enclosure 1, in No, 2. 

Letteb from Mr. Disney to Mr. Drought. 

Dear Sir, Lark Lodge, 12 August 1854. 

When Mr. Ahern called on me in April last, accompanied by Colonel Burdett, I acceded 
to the request of the latter merely to accommodate him, though persuaded the change was 
not necessary, as proved by my continuing to get my letters from Kildare, as I know my 
neighbours, Mr. Knox and others, also still do. 

And remain, Sec. 

Drought, Esq., (sigued) W. Disney. 

See. See. Sec. 



* See Enclosure 3, m No. j. 
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Sub-Enclosure 2, in Enclosure 1, in No. 2. 

Letter from Mr. Watts to Mr. Drought. 

Dear Sir, Jockey Hall, 12 August 1854. 

I have a perfect recollection of the observations I made to you in April last, respecting 
the changes then spoken of concerning the post to Bollvsax. I asked you whether the 
rumours were true ; you replied “ Yes.” Then the ollice was to be put under Newbridge 
and the post to be despatched at one o’clock in the day. 1 said the present arrangement 
answers every purpose, and is very convenient to me ; that the intended change will be a 
very serious inconvenience to me and to my neighbours, who care but little about Kn«lish 
letters compared with their Irish letters; and that I would remonstrate against it, if per- 
sisted in, Mr. Brennan, who was present, spoke of getting up a memorial to the Post- 
master General on the subject. You replied that the changes were ordered, and must be 
made when ready. There the matter ended. In some time after, a person from Dublin 
called on me, with Colonel Burdett, to ask my opinion as to the changes, which the colonel 
was anxious to get made. I was very ill at the time, and did not wish to be troubled by the 
stranger, so cut the mailer very short, by telling the colonel that 1 assented to his wishes ■ 
my own opinion, however, was quite the other way ; for any man of common sense must 
know that it was more convenient to us to get our letters from Kildare than from New- 
bridge, having frequent business with the one place, and none with the other; and as the 
postman passed by our doors, be could deliver our letters. We must now send to the post lor 
them, and also send special messengers to Kildare, as we cannot get our answers by post from 
that town under three days. I admit that, in order to oblige Colonel Burdett, l have sub- 
jected myself to much inconvenience, and I know that my neighbours feel the same. 

I am, &c. 

James Drought, Esq. (signed) Geo. Watts. 



Sub-Enclosure 3, in Enclosure 1, in No. 2. 
Letter from the Postmaster of Kildare to Mr. Drought. 



S' r > Kildare Post Office, 14 August 1(164. 

I remember very Wi ll you desiring me, in October last, to see the persons who live in 
Suncroft and Ballysax delivery, and to ascertain whether they would prefer the then horns 
of the post, or to have it despatched from Ballysax at one o’clock, so as to meet the up day 
mail train. It took me a fortnight or more before 1 saw the most of them, and I then told 
you that one and all of them agreed that the post was more convenient for them as it then 
was, than it would be if the change was made. The Rev. Mr. Frew, also the Ilev. 
Mr. Cullen, clergymen of the parish, were more opposed to it than any one else. The 
trainers, who could get their letters left at their doors, said that when the gentleman asked them 
to sign the paper, they would not refuse through courtesy to Colonel Burdett, although at 
a very great inconvenience to themselves. William Disney and George Knox, Ksqrs., and 
Messrs. Murpliy and Thompson Harrison, the principal trainers, lime now to send their 
messengers to this post office every morning for their letters. 



James Drought, Esq. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Charles Dunne. 



Sub-Enclosure 4, in Enclosure 1, in No. 2. 

Letter from Mr. G'odby to Mr. Drought. 

General Post Office, Dublin, 

My dear Sir, 3 J amiar y 

lotr will, 1 dare say, be a little surprised that I should have proposed you to the Post- 
master General for the appointment as a surveyor, without first ascertaining whether it 
would be agreeable to you ; but, recollecting the application you made to me so recently as 
last September, I felt no doubt on the subject; and as the Postmaster General did not 
wish it to be known that a vacancy had occurred till it was filled up, in order to prevent the 
numerous applications that would be made, I did not think it right even to mention the 
subject to you till Iliad received the authority for your appointment, which 1 have this 
morning m my possession ; and I have now only to request that, if any change in your 
private arrangements or circumstances has since taken place, which may now induce you to 
decline the appointment, that you will keep your intention a secret, communicating it to 

mu 
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me only till some other fit person can be appointed. The knowledge which you must 
have acquired in my office of the system it is so desirable the surveyors should act upon, 
your steadiness and attention to business, and your general knowledge of the post office, 
have been my sole inducements in recommending you to the Duke of Richmond for the 
appointment. ,,*.#**** 



Believe me, &c. 
(signed) Aug. Godlty. 



Sub-Enclosure 5, in Enclosure 1, in No. 2. 

Letter from Mr. Lees to Mr. Drought. 

My dear Mr. Drought, . 

I assure you I deeply regret there is any circumstance that calls for an expression ot 
my opinion of your services in the Irish Post Office during your long continuance in it. I 
always felt there was no person better qualified than you to carry out the public services in 
an efficient manner, and although you may have in early days given too free opinions, 
yet I am perfectly satisfied you felt you were acting from pure motives. I am quite pre- 
pared to give testimony to your highly honourable and as highly principled disposition ; 
and, as to your efficiency, I think all must allow it is not to be disputed. I was sorry you 
did not find me at home, for persons can speak more freely than they can write their 
sentiments. If what 1 have written can be of any service, you can make use of this letter. 

Believe me, &c. 

Ballycroy, Baffina, 18 August 1054. (signed) T. O. Lees. 



Enclosure 2, in No. 2. 

Lettse from Colonel Burdettta Mr. Bold, Secretary’s Department, General Post Office, 
Dublin. 

Ballysax House, Newbridge, 

My dear Bond, _ August 1854. 

I received this morning from you the copies of letters from Mr. Drought and others, 
and all I can say is, that he has rather weakened his case than strengthened it. I went 
this morning to Mr. Watts, and will therefore take his letter first : 

Mr. Watts’s letter, dated August 12th, was read over to him by me, and though he states 
that that was the purport of what he wrote at that date, he has now quite altered his 
opinion ; for at that time his correspondents were not aware of the proper direction (bally- 
sax, “ Newbridge”), consequently his letters went to Kildare, and were delayed a day ; but 
he now sees the advantage of the change, and this very day it was the greatest convenience 
to be able to answer a letter, and send it up by the mid-day mail train, which lie could not 
have done on the old route by Kildare, or the old system of one despatch, and authorised 
me to say that he likes the present route and arrangement much better than the old ones, 
and “ would on no account wish it to be changed.” The office is not more than four or 
five minutes’ walk from his hall-door, instead of four miles to Kildare, I told him to put 
any consideration about me out of the question, and he said he did not m t®nd to mix me 
np with it at all. Formerly, he and others paid an old woman to run from Kildare to fetch 
the letters, and leave them at the different houses- He has now discharged her, and lie is 
very glad to have an opportunity of doing so, as he is quite certain that neither letters or 
money was safe with her. The last thing he said, that he thought the arrangement a very 
good one, and being so good, he did not wish for a change. At the time that letter 
(August 12th) was written'(for him), he did not know the advantage of the present arrange- 
ment ; nor was he, I believe, aware of the two deliveries and the two despatches, but now 
is of quite a different opinion to what he was then. , 

I next called on Mr. Harrison, but could not find him at home, though I will endeavour 
to do so another day. i -n 

I then went to Mr. Knox, of Brownstown, to whom I showed the letters, wlio will write 
to you himself on the subject, 



Mr. Disney’s Letter. 

With respect to Mr. Disney, I did not go to Kim, as the old woman that used to carry 
Watts’s letters still brings his from Kildare, and takes them up to his house once a day, 
and takes the others back again, for which he gives her 5s. a quarter; and the d .stance 
from him to the Kildare office is not much greater than the Ballysax office. He states 
614. B that > 
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that, “my neighbours, Mr. Knox and others, also still do.” They might, have done so on 
the 12 th August, but Mr. Knox, as well as Mr. Watts, has now discharged this woman. I 
believe when Mr. Ahem was here, I explained to all that it was not to accommodate me, 
but the public at large. 

With respect to the letter of Mr. Dunne, postmaster of Kildare, I attach very little value 
to his, as he is an interested party; but l will go through it, and show you how little it is 
to the subject. He states that he remembers being “ dashed by Mr. Drought, in October 
last, to see the persons who live in Suneroft and Ballysax delivery, and to ascertain whether 
they would prefer the then hours of the post, or to have it despatched front Ballysax at one 
o’clock, so as to meet the up mail train” (lie says nothing of the evening despatch) ; it took 
him a “ fortnight, or more, before he saw most of them ; they then told you [iVI r. Drought] 
that one and all agreed that the post was more convenient for them as it was." He may 
have called on Mr. Frew and Mr. Cullen, of Suneroft, who, of course, are anxious for the 
continuance of the Suneroft office; but I do not think, nor have l heard of any one in the 
Ballysax delivery, that lie called on at all ; and yet he says, “ one and all agreed,” Sec. 
The statement concerning Mr. Knox will be answered by himself, and I know this morning 
he had letters by the morning and mid-day delivery through Ballysax. 

Mr. Drought’s explanation states that “Mr. Watts strongly deprecated the change,” and 
X have shown that if he did then, he docs not now. The runner could not be of any advan- 
tage to any persons between the offices, as the bags are scaled, and lie is not allowed to 
open them. Moreover, he does not pass above one or two houses, as lie always, when going 
from Suneroft to Ballysax and back again, went over the fields and cut oil' angles, &c. Of 
course you know more about the number of letters through each office than Mr. Drought 
does. Mr. Knox, as 1 before stated, did, but does not now, receive his letters through 
Kildare post office. I am quite certain that I have not sufficient influence with any of the 
trainers or anyone else to persuade them to sign a paper for the change of’ the post office, 
merely out of courtesy to me, and much to their inconvenience. I have no doubt that the 
greatest number of letters do not arrive for those on the Curragli, but those in and about 
Ballysax, such as Mr. Tottenham, Mr. Iloran, Mr. M'Donagh, who is on the other (Athgar- 
van) side of the Curragli. Mr. M'Donagli was not consulted about the change of the route 
from Kildare to Newbridge, because he was away at the time, and did not have his letters 
through Ballysax; but since the change lias been made, both lie and Mr. Horan have had 
their letters through it, and I have no doubt Mr. Hamilton, of Marlinstown, will also have 
his there (Suneroft is his present office) ; hut he finds the single delivery and despatch very 
inconvenient. As for the convenience of the market at Kildare, very lew except iliose quite 
close send to it. Kileullen and Newbridge are both as good, and nearer for Watts, who 
sends to Kileullen. The club house is only used for four days, tor four times a year, and 
then by strangers, not residents, and those strangers merely come down in the morning and 
return in the evening. The number of letters through the post will convince any one that it 
must be the most convenient one in the neighbourhood, or they would not have them through 
it. Why Mr. Drought alludes to Mr. Watts’s age, I cannot understand; hut it is well 
known that Mr. Watts is nearer 85 than 70 or 90, and was very ill when l was lust there on 
the subject of the post office, and not able to see me; but I am happy to say lie. is very 
well and strong again for a man of his age, and was walking out with me to-day. Mr. 
Drought seems most anxious to get the letters back again through the Kildare office, hut 1 
have no notion what his reason can be, unless lie wants to stir up a rebellion in this part of 
the country. 

You will be as tired of reading all this as I am of writing it, and I forward it to you at 
Mr. Booth’s, where I imagine you are for some shooting, and l trust you will have good 
sport. If there is anyone who for a moment doubts that I have written all this, and taken 
all this trouble (which ought to have been done by Mr. Drought), let them come down here 
and convince themselves. Why did not Mr. Drought or Mr. Dunne (postmaster of Kildare) 
call upon me, and I would have done anything in my power to have assisted them; hut 
they must have thought that- l had so much the best of the argument, that they kept away 
from me. Besides ihc convenience to the Ballysax neighbourhood, in consequence of the 
letters being sent through Newbridge, you have been enabled to open an office at Narragh- 
more, thereby conferring a convenience on a much larger scale; and I think not only a 
much greater convenience, but a great saving to the Post Office Department might be made, 
by which Ballysax, Suneroft, Narraghmore, and Ballytore would he benefited ; but I will 
not speak of this for some time, until I see liow they all work. When you return to Dublin 
I should like to see you, and talk this over, f or much can be said that is too much trouble to 
write, or perhaps not worth writing. 



Charles Bond, Esq., 
General Post Office, Dublin. 



Yours, &e. 

(signed) Francis Burdett. 
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Letter from Mr. Cornwall to Mr. Drought. 

General Post Office, Dublin, 

g^ r 14 October 1854. 

I AM*directed by the Postmaster General to inform you that his Lordship 
considers your conduct relative to the Ballysax postal arrangements, to he highly 
improper and inconsistent with your duties as a Post Office surveyor. 

Were this the first case of the kind, his Lordship might perhaps pass it over 
with a suitable reprimand in the hope of amendment hereafter ; but considering 
the frequency of your previous misconduct, and the repeated admonitions you 
have received from his Lordship and his predecessors, and referring especially 
to the warning given to you in November last, his Lordship sees no reasonable 
hope that you will ever discharge your duties in a satisfactory manner, his 
Lordship feels it due to the interest of the department to require you to quit the 

Sei H is Lordship thinks it proper, however, to allow an interval of a week, in 
order to admit of your resigning, should you be disposed to avail yourself of the 



opportunity. 

James Drought, Esq., 
&c. &c. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) G. C. Cornwall , 

Secretary. 



— No. 4.— 

Letter from Mr. Drought to the Postmaster General. 

My Lord, Banagher, 28 October 1854. 

In accordance with vour Lordship’s desire that, any explanation connected with 
my case should be made by letter, I have to entreat that you will reconsider the 
decision conveyed to me by Mr. Cornwall’s letter of the 14th instant.' I ventured 
■to solicit an interview with your Lordship on the subject, because the cumulative 
case which is attempted to be made against me appears so extensive, so indistinct, 
and so complicated, that even if I knew all the elements of which it may be made 
up, and which 1 do not, it would be difficult to analyse and answer them in a 
letter. There appears a desire to get rid of, and ruin me as a public servant, and 
the natural question is, whence does this animus arise; is it for the good of the 
public service, or does it originate in other motives ? It is impossible to enter 
upon such an inquiry in this letter, especially as I can have no knowledge of, or 
access to minutes or reports relating to me. that may have been laid before your 
Lordship ; but let me pray your attention to my case as it now' stands. I have 
differed in opinion with Mr. Bond, in Mr. Cornwall’s absence, upon the best 
arrangement of a small local post. Perhaps my judgment in the case was 
erroneous, although in my conscience I cannot think it was so ; I believe my 
view was and is the correct one ; but I have disobeyed no order. I have not 
obstructed any change ordered by my superior officer, whatever might be my 
opinion of that change. It was, I apprehend, my bounden duty to give the 
department I serve the benefit of my judgment, experience, and local knowledge ; 
and now because I have done so conscientiously, I, who have served, the Post 
Office nearly 37 years, am to be dismissed for not agreeing in Mr. Bond’s opinion 
that Ballysax could be better served from Newbridge than from Kildare. 

I implore vour Lordship to consider if this is worthy treatment of a public 
servant. There can be no imputation of corrupt or improper motive in this 
matter against me. I have no connexion whatever with the locality or the 
persons interested. I am, however, referred to the caution I received last 
November. Let me beg your Lordship to remember what were the circumstances 
of that caution. I was reported to your Lordship as having “ disobeyed an order. 
What were the real facts? I was asked for a copy of a report I had made on 
some ordinary business. I had kept no copy, and my excuse was (as well as 1 
can recollect J that the reduction of clerks at my disposal and the increase of 

business 
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business made it impossible for me to copy every rcprtrt I made. I was instructed 
to copy them in future. 1 never refused to do so ; I disobeyed no order, but I 
represented that the execution of it would be difficult, giving the reason. The 
letter itself shows that the occasion which led to that caution was only a matter 
referring to the simple routine of offico duties. 

I am told that I have been frequently admonished by your Lordship’s prede- 
cessors. In the course of so long a service us mine lias been, I have undoubt- 
edly bad occasionally the misfortune of differing from my superiors in opinion ; 
but I have never been taxed with breach of duty on that account. I never 
hazarded an opinion : in matters of importance, I first made every possible in- 
quiry, obtaining all the local information which could be had, even taking the 
precaution to consult every person who I thought could afford impartial informa- 
tion on the subject ; and then after mature consideration, reported my conscien- 
tious opinion. Do not secretaries often differ in opinion, and was it ever alleged 
that the maintaining an opposite opinion was an offence? If a superior officer 
conceived liis subordinate had taken an erroneous view of a subject, the latter 
might naturally expect that his error of judgment would be pointed out to him, 
showing that the data furnished did not warrant his conclusion, but not that 
he should incur dismissal — which course would be instructive. I repeat, that in 
the Ballysax matter, I have only sought in all I represented to recommend these 
measures which I humbly considered would be most conducive to the conveni- 
ence and advantage of the public ; and were I examined on oath, I could con- 
scientiously assert that my only object has been to obtain this end. 

I felt that my duty as a surveyor imperatively demanded that I should in all 
cases state those objections which occurred to me against any measure proposed. 
1 had the satisfaction of receiving frequent expressions of approbation from Mr. 
Godby, and from other heads of departments. The approbation of the Postmaster 
General (during Lord Clanricarde's tenure of office) for the mode I carried into 
effect extensive economical arrangements, resulting from suggestions of Mr. Hill, 
is upon record. I can with honest pride refer your Lordship to some Peers, and 
to several Members of the House of Commons, resident in Ireland, as to the high 
character I have borne, both as a gentleman and a public officer, during the long 
period of my official service, though now found fault with by persons who were 
not born when I entered the Post Office. 

I was appointed by the late Earl of Rosse, Postmaster General of Ireland, to 
the Dublin Office in March 1818 ; being at the time in Trinity College, Dublin. 
After graduating in that University, I continued in the Secretary’s office up to 
January 1833, when upon the strong recommendation of Mr. Godby, the Duke 
of Richmond, then Postmaster General, promoted me to a surveyorship as the 
reward of distinguished merit. I do therefore humbly submit, that my case 
calls for your Lordship’s reconsideration of your decision respecting me. If it 
be desired to remove me, I shall be quite ready to retire after being granted the 
superannuation allowance to which 1 am entitled. But in conclusion, I must 
respectfully repeat, and rely confidently that no case of breach of integrity, or 
insubordination, or neglect of duty can be brought against me. I deny that any 
such charge can be proved ; yet it appears it is intended to deprive me of my 
appointment, after a service of nearly 37 years in the department, not for any 
dereliction of duty, but for having with too much zeal for the public service 
merely stated my honest convictions. 

Your Lordship can easily imagine my feelings at this moment. From boyhood 
no unworthy act was ever laid to my charge. I have established for myself a high 
reputation for honour and strict integrity of purpose ; yet now in the evening °of 
my life, I am assailed in a way calculated to ruin my character ; for who will 
believe that a public officer of my standing could be removed from office without 
having committed some serious crime. 

My district has been placed in charge of my clerk : the tongue of slander is 
already busy. I therefore implore your Lordship’s speedy decision on this refu- 
tation of the representations made against me, which I am ready to verify on my 
sacred oath, and rely with full confidence in your Lordship’s sense of justice to 
pronounce an honourable acquittal. 

m -tr- „ I Lave, &c. 

The Viscount Canning, (signed) j amcs DroU ght. 

tec. &r*. 8rr. ° 
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— No. 5.— 

Letter from the Postmaster General to the Treasury. 



To the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

I rave the honour to lay before your Lordships the following statement rela- 
tive to Mr Drought, the surveyor of the South Midland District of Ireland. 

In discharging the duties of his office, this gentleman has, I regret to say, on 
several occasions of late years laid himself open to severe animadversion, and 
eventually I became convinced that the service of the department could not be 
carried on through his agency, and Mr. Drought was called upon to resign. 

A copy of instructions to .Mr. Cornwall to this effect, and of a subsequent corre- 
spondence with Mr. Drought, is enclosed. . 00 .. A , , 

It will be seen that Mr. Drought, in lus letter dated 28th October 1854, 
urged a reconsideration of his case, and, although far from thinking that his state- 
ments amounted to a justification of his conduct, I was desirous of dealing with 
the case as indulgently as is consistent with a proper regard for the interests of 
the service, and was induced, in consideration of his length of service,, of his 
good conduct at one period of his career, and of other circumstances, which will 
be stated shortly, to consent to bring the matter before your Lordships, and to 
recommend that such retiring allowance should be granted to him as under the 
circumstances you might be pleased to consider just and equitable 

I now proceed to explain the circumstances alluded to above. Since my first 
decision I bad carefully considered whether, on the resignation of Mr. Drought, 
it would be necessarv to appoint a successor to that gentleman. 

On an examination of the papers regarding the appointment (in the year 1 848) 
of a fourth Irish surveyor, I found that the causes which led to such appointment 
were temporary, and such as have now, to a considerable extent, ceased to exist. 
Taking this fact into account, and considering further that the revision of the 
rural posts is now completed throughout Ireland, and that the surveyors have 
recently been relieved of the “ charge of offices,” I deem it expedient to revert 
to the state of things which existed prior to 1848, and to re-divide Ireland into 
three surveyors’ districts, a measure by which a saving to the revenue will be 

eff u!fder this arrangement Mr. Drought's office may be considered as virtually 
abolished, and the proposed retiring allowance may be regarded as m some degree 

* M^Drons™ fs^n his°57th 0 year. He has been in the service nearly 37 years 
viz 27 years and nine months on the establishment, and eight years and 11 

s 57U a year, and is composed of a salary of 3007 
a year which he has enjoyed for upwards of three years, and of piofits from 
travelling allowances, amounting to 271 i. a year, as authorised by the Treasury 
letter, dated 10th March 1854. I have &c 

General Post Office, 0‘g" ed ) Coming. 

20 January 1855. 



Enclosure 1, in No. 5. 

Letter from Mr. Tilley to Mr. Cornwall. 

Sir General Post Office, 13 October 1854-^^ 

The Postmaster General having had under consideration yonr B a iiy Sax postal 
last, and subsequent reports, on the conduct of Air. Drought relat opinion that the. 

arrangements, 1 am directed by his Lordship to infonn you, t inconsistent 

conduct of Mr. Drought in tins matter has been highly improper, and qu.te mcons.ste 
with his duties as a post office surveyor. Were 
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Were this the first case of ihe kind, his Lordship might perhaps pass it over with a 
suitable reprimand in the hope of amendment hereafter ; but considering the frequency of 
Mr. Drought’s previous misconduct, and the repeated admonitions he lias received fmin his 
Lordship and his predecessors, and referring especially to the warning given to Mr. Drought 
in November last, his Lordship sees no reasonable hope that Mr. Drought will ever discharge 
his duties in a satisfactory manner. 

And as you have expressed a deliberate opinion to the efl’oci that you cannot carry on 
the service through Mr. Drought’s agency, his Lordship feels it due to llio interests of the 
department to require that Mr. Drought quit the service. 

His Lordship, however, thinks it proper to allow an interval of a week, in order to admit 
of Mr. Drought’s resigning, should he be disposed to avail himself of the opportunity. 

1 am, &c. 

G. C. Cornwall, Esq. (signed) J. Tilley. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Enclosure 2, in No. 5. 



Letter from Mr. Rowland Hill to Mr. Drought. 



Sir, General Post Office, 14 November 1854. 

I am directed by tlie Postmaster General to acquaint you, in reply to your letter of the 
28th ultimo,* that, his Lordship regrets he cannot see in it any sufficient grounds for departing 
from the conclusions at which he had previously arrived. 

His Lordship is convinced that you cannot but be aware that the reasons of your disqua- 
lification for office are far more weighty than those which you have assigned ; that they rest on 
no mere diffeiences of opinion between your superior officers and yourself, but, as already 
stated, on repeated misconduct (of which opportunity for explanation was afforded you at 
the time), persisted in after repeated admonition and caution to such an extent as to leave 
no reasonable hope of effectual amendment. 

Still his Lordship desires to deal with the case as indulgently us is consistent with a 
proper regard for the interests of the public service. That these interests require your 
retirement he has no doubt whatever ; but there are circumstances in the ease which would 
he is of opinion, justify him in recommending the Treasury to grant you a retired allow- 
ance ; and l have to acquaint you that, on receiving your resignation, his Lordship will he 
prepared to lay your case before the Treasury in ub favourable a lighl us circumstances will 
admit, and to advise their Lordships to grant you such allowance as they may be pleased to 
consider just and equitable. 



James Drought, Esq. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Rowland Hill. 



Enclosure 3, in No. 5. 

Particulars required by the Act of 4 & ft Will. 4, c. 24, and the Treasury Minute, dated 
21st June 1831, to be furnished in reference to each person rccotnuicudud Ibr a super- 
annuation Allowance. 

Name of applicant and official station ; also, whether recommended for temporary allow- 
ance or superannuation. 

James Drought, Surveyor of the South Midland District, Ireland, for a retired allowance. 
Age ‘ - - - - - - - - in his 67th year. 



Service in years and months : 

Yrs. Mouths. 

On the Establishment ------- 27 5) 

As a supernumerary (not on the establishment) - - 8 11 

' £. 

Actual Salary, if three years have elapsed since last promotion ; 

but if not, then average salary for the last three years - - 300 

Emoluments by Travelling Allowances ----- 271 approved by Lords 

of the Treasury, 

_ March 1064. 

Seven-twelfths according to old or new scale, i. c. if appointed 
subsequent or prior to 4th August 1829 - 333 

One-fifth deduction 



£. 

~ “My 

* See No. 4. 
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« ]yj y L or d s consider themselves warranted in ordinary cases to grant an allowance equal 
to about four-fifths of the sum authorised by the Act ; but they will consider it their duty 
to award a lower rate in cases where the services of the parties, or circumstances, lead 
them lo consider a less son, will be proper; and my Lords will grant an allowance either 
at the hiehest amount, or at a rate between four-fifths and the whole amount authbrised by 
the Act according to the merits of each case, whenever they appear to entitle the party to 
more than the ordinary allowance.”— Extract from Treasury Minute, dated 2lst June 



Cause of retirement [witli annexed medical certificate, if from infirmity of mind or body, 
and under 65]. 



Dates of commencement and termination of the several appointments held by applicant, 
with their emoluments, distinguishing salary from other allowances, and specifying such 
allowances. 



March - 1818 Anpointed Extra Probationary Sorter in InlandlPaid by the Officers 
‘Office, Dublin -J in Inland Office. 



November 1823 Appointed Extra Clerk in the Secretary’s Office,] 

Dublin - y 

And employed occasionally as Extra Surveyor J 

12 February 1827 Appointed Junior Clerk in the Secretary’s Office,'' 68 ^ 5s per annum. 
Dublin J 



January 1833 Appointed Surveyor - - salary - - 300 1. per annum. 

Emoluments as returned for income tax, and 
authorised by the Lords of the Treasury as 271/ 
the basis for calculation of superannuation 
allowance -------- 



Whether holding any other public appointment, or receiving any public money by com- 
pensation, half-pay, or otherwise. 



None. 



Absences during each of the last 1 0 years : 

Date of cessation of duty ----- 

Date of cessation of salary - 

Date of first contribution to the superannuation fund 
None - -- -- -- -- 



Year. 


Number of Days. 


Illness. 


Other Causes. 


1845 






184G 


— 


— 


1847 


— 


— 


1848 


— 


— 


1849 


— 


— 


1850 


— 


— 


1851 


_ 


23 


1852 


— 


— 


1853 


— 


— 


1854 




~ 



Statement, according to the Superannuation Act, that the applicant “ has discharged his 
duties with diligence and fidelity to the satisfaction of the Head Officer or Officers of his 
Department,” to be signed by any two of such head officers, if there shall be more than one, 
or by such head officer, if there should be but one, together with “ such a statement as will 
exhibit the merit, and value, and labour of the services of the person recommended, 
embracing as long a period of his public service as can be authentically stated, together 
with observations as to special services, continuity of service, suspension, reprimand, &c., 
with full particulars of any injuries received on duty, or other claims, or matters for 
consideration. 

I certify that nothing has been proved against Mr. Drought’s integrity ; but that the 
general character of his service has been such as does not warrant the Postmaster Ueueral 
an recommending him for a full retiring allowance. 

(signed) Rowland Hill. 



614. 



b 4 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE 



— No. 0. — 

(1181—30-2.) 

Letter from the Treasury to the Postmaster General. 

My Lord, Treasury Chambers, 2 February 1855. 

Having had before the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, your 
Lordship’s letter of the 20th ultimo, relative to the pension to be awarded to 
Mr. Drought, the Surveyor of the South Midland District of Ireland, 

I am commanded by their Lordships to acquaint you that my Lords are pre- 
cluded, by the 11th clause of the Superannuation Act, from granting a retired 
allowance to any officer unless he shall have discharged his duties with diligence 
and fidelity to the satisfaction of the head of his department. I have to state, 
that in the absence of such a certificate from your Lordship, no retired allowance 
can be granted to Mr. Drought; but should you feel yourself justified in signing 
such a certificate, this Board should be furnished with more detailed information 
of the nature of Mr. Drought’s misconduct ; and the other particulars of his 
service should he given according to the amended superannuation form. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) James Wilson , 

The Postmaster General, 

&c. &c. &c. 



— No. 7. — 

Letter from the Postmaster General to the Treasury. 

The Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

My Lords, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Wilson’s letter of tho 
2d ultimo, conveying your Lordships’ decision on the subject of the retiring 
allowance proposed for Mr. Drought, the Surveyor of the South M idland District 
of Ireland. 

Although I am unable, for the reasons explained in my letter of the 20th Ja- 
nuary, to state that his conduct has been satisfactory, I am still very desirous, 
under the peculiar circumstances of Mr. Drought’s case, that the matter should 
be brought again under your consideration; and, adverting to the opinion 
expressed by Lord Alfred Ilervey, on the occasion of a recent interview, in a 
conversation between his Lordship and Mr. Rowland Hill, I am in hopes the 
modified certificate appended to the amended superannuation form may be con- 
sidered sufficient to justify you in awarding him a small rotired allowance. 

I have, &c. 

General Post Office. (signed) Canniiui. 

19 March 1855. 



Enclosure in No. 7. 



Particulars required by the Act of 4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 24, and the Treasury Minute dated 
21st June 1831, to be furnished in reference to each person recommended for a super- 
annuation allowance. 



Name of applicant and official station ; also, whether recommended for temporary allow- 
ance or superannnation. 

James Drought, Surveyor of the South Midland District, Ireland, for a retired allowance. 
Age - - - - - - - - - in his 57th year. 

Service in years and months : 



Yrs. Months. 

As supernumerary, employed occasionally - - - 5 9 

As a permanent extra y 2 

On the Establishment ------ 27 9 
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Artual Salary, if three years have elapsed since last promotion-, 
hut if not, then average salary for the last three years 
Emoluments for Travelling Allowances 



£. 

300 

271 allowed by Lords 
of the Treasury, 
March 1854. 



Seven-twelfths, according to old scale, 
quent or prior to 4th August 1829 
One-fifth deduction - 



i. c., if appointed subse- 

- 333 



£. 



Lords consider themselves warranted in ordinary eases to grant an allowance equal 
to abort four-fifths of the sum authorised by the Act; but they will consider ,t their duty 
to award a lower rate in eases where the services of the part.es, or circumstances, lend them 
£ consider a less sum will be proper ; and my Lords will grant an allowance e.ther at he 
highest amount, or at a rate between four-fifths and the whole amount authorised by the 
Act according to the merits of each case, whenever they appear o entit e the party to more 
than the ordinary allowance.”— Extract from Treasury Minute, dated Slat June 1831. 

Cause of relirement [with annexed medical certificate, if from infirmity of mind or body, 
and under 65]. 

Dates of commencement and termination of the several appointments held by applicant 
with their emoluments, distinguishing salary from other allowances, and spccifymg such 
allowances. 

March - 1818 Appointed Extra Probationary Sorter in Inland! Paid by the Officers 

'office, Dublin J in Inland Office. 

November 1823 Extra Clerk in the Secretary's Office, Dublin,! 

and employed occasionally as Extra Surveyor] 

12 February 1827 Appointed Junior Clerk in the Secretary s Office, 7 eg ^ 5s _ p er annum. 

Dublin ------ “J 



Dublin 

January 1833 Appointed Surveyor 



- salary - 



- 300 l. per annum. 

Emoluments as returned for Income Tax, and 7 
authorised by the Lords of the Treasury, as (, 2?i { 
the basis for calculation of superannuation I 
allowance ------- 



Whether lidding any other public appointment, or receiving any public money by com- 
pensation, half pay, or otherwise. 



Absences during each of the last 10 years : 

Date of cessation of duty - 

Date of cessation of salary - - - 

Date of first contribution to the superannuation fund 
None - 





Number of Days. 




Illness. 


Other Causes. 


1845 




_ 


1846 


— 


— 


1847 


— 


— 


1848 


— 


— 


1849 


•. — 


— 


1850 


— 


— 


1851 


- 


23 


1852 


— 


— 


1853 


— 


— 


1854 







Statement according to the Superannuation Act, that tire appheant has discharged s 
duties with diligence and fidelity, to the satisfaction of the head <=ffic e r or officers if his 
department,” to be signed by any two of such head officers if there shall be more than one 
or Dy such head officer, if there should be but one; together with such a statement as 
will exhibit the merit and value and labour of the services of the person recommended, 
embracing as long a period of his public service as can be authen ic y > § 

with observations as to special services, continuity of service, suspension, p , •» 

with full particulars of any injuries received on duty, or other claims, or ma rs 
sideiation. ' c I certify 
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18 PAPERS RELATING TO THE CASE OF MR. DROUGHT. 



I certify that nothing has been proved against Mr. Drought’s integrity, and that the 
circumstances of the case are such as to warrant the Postmaster General in recommending 
him for a modified retiring allowance, although his conduct has not been so satisfactory as 
to justify the Postmaster General in advising the ordinary amount of pension to be granted 
to him. 

(signed) Rowland Hill. 



— No. 8 . — 

(4677-27—3.) 

Letter from the Treasury to the Postmaster General. 

My Lord, Treasury Chambers, 3 April 1855. 

I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to 
acquaint your Lordship, with reference to your letter of the 19th ultimo, that, 
under all the circumstances of the case of Mr. Drought, Surveyor of the South 
Midland District, Ireland, and adverting to your recommendation that a modified 
superannuation allowance should be granted to that officer, my Lords are pleased 
to award to Mr. Drought an annual superannuation allowance of two hundred 
and fifty pounds, (£. 250). 

I have, &e. 

To the Postmaster General, (signed) James Wilson. 

&c. 8 cc. &c. 



— No. 9. — 

Letter from Mr. Cornwall to Mr. Drought. 

General Post Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 3 May 1855. 

I beg leave to inform you that the Postmaster General is pleased to authorise 
you to receive your salary up to the 3d ultimo, the date of the Treasury letter 
granting you a retired allowance. 

I am, &e. 

James Drought, Esq., (signed) (Jr. C. Cornwall, 

Banagher. Secretary. 
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COPIES of a Retort mode by Mr. G. C. Cornwall, 
Secretary to the General Post Office in Ireland, 
dated 15 June 1854, to Mr. Rowland Bill, for 
the Information of the Postmaster General, 
relating to Mr. Drought, then a Surveyor of the 
Post Office Department in Ireland ; and, of 
Lettehs of Mr. Drought in reference thereto, 
bearing dote respectively 28 August 1854, 
addressed to Mr. Cornwall, and 28 October 
1854, to Lord Canning ; &C. 



(dfr. Ben 



Ordered, 6y 






Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




